
 

 

 

 

      

    
 

 

 

  

Are you interested in 

TRACING YOUR MAYO ROOTS? 
 

If you are interested in professional help to research your family 

history or are curious about your ancestry, why not contact us?     
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North Mayo Heritage Centre 

 Mayo  
 

Tel: 096 31809   www.northmayogenealogy.com  Email: northmayo@gmail.com  Email: nmhmanager@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Tel: 096 31809   www.northmayogenealogy.com  Email: northmayo@gmail.com  Email: nmhmanager@gmail.com 

 

 

   

 

 

Vol. IV Issue 44 

29th  Oct 2023 

 

Newsletter 

Halloween 

Games of times past 

 

Tel: 096 31809   www.northmayogenealogy.com  Email: northmayo@gmail.com  Email: nmhmanager@gmail.com 

 

 
This project is supported by the Department of Rural and Community Development 

and Pobal through the Community Services Programme 

 

 

Ducking or bobbing for apples 

(centre). A basin is filled with 

water and apples. Because the 

apples are less dense than water, 

they will float and the children 

attempt to grab them with their 

teeth, without using hands.  

Great fun! 

Are you interested in 

TRACING YOUR MAYO ROOTS? 
 

If you are interested in professional help to research your family 

history or are curious about your ancestry, why not contact us?     
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 These bats are mammals 

which means they are warm 

blooded and give birth to 

their young with mothers 

that feed their newborn 

milk.  The bats have fur 

covered bodies and are the 

only mammals that can 

undertake true powered 

flight. 

 

This bat typically becomes 

active in late spring and 

early summer.  As the days 

and nights warm up the bat 

flies out to forage for 

insects for progressively 

longer periods at night.  In 

early summer the female 

bats gather together in a 

suitable nursery or 

maternity roost.  A nursery 

roost is usually warm, 

undisturbed and situated 

close to a suitable insect 

providing habitat.  The 

mothers give birth around 

late June or early July, each 

giving birth to a single baby 

which they can identify by 

its smell and sound.  The 

group is known as a colony. 
 

 

The mother suckles her 

baby with her own milk 

and rarely carries her baby 

when she is flying outside 

of the roost, unless she is 

moving from one roost to 

another.  A bat pup is born 

blind and without fur but is 

well developed and weighs 

up to one third of the 

weight of its mother at 

birth.  The mother feeds the 

bat pup milk for several 

weeks at which point it is 

able to fly and learns to 

echolocate and catch its 

own prey.  By 6-7 weeks 

after birth the young are 

independent. 

When winter approaches 

both male and female bats 

move into hibernation 

roosts (hibernacula).   

Hibernation takes place 

from October/November 

onwards.  By spring bats 

gradually wake up to begin 

the yearly cycle again. 

The average lifespan of 

Irish bats is thought to be 

between 7-8 years although 

some have been found to 

be over 15 years. 

 
 

 

Many bat species, including 

all of the species found in 

Ireland, use sound to find 

their way around in the dark 

and to catch prey to eat, 

known as echolocation.  Bats 

use very high pitched sounds 

beyond the range of human 

hearing to echolocate. 

The Lesser Horseshoe Bat 

belongs to the Rhinolophidae 

family of bats.  They can be 

identified by the number of 

flaps or folds of skin around 

their nostrils, called a 

noseleaf which form a 

horseshoe shape.  The Lesser 

Horseshoe Bat hangs freely 

by its feet and wraps its 

wings around its body, the 

only Irish species to do so. 

This bat is found, for the 

most part, in six western 

counties in Ireland namely, 

Clare, Cork, Galway, Kerry, 

Limerick and Mayo.  The 

Irish population of this 

species is estimated at 14,000 

and is considered of 

international importance due 

to its dramatic decline and 

extinction in many other 

parts of Europe.   
 

Resource: 

batconservationireland.org 

 

Bats 
The Lesser Horseshoe Bat – Rhinolophus 

hipposideros  (Crú-ialtóg bheag) 
 

One of the species of bats found in Ireland is the Lesser Horseshoe Bat.  
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Barmbrack is sometimes 
called bairín breac. This 

may be from the Irish word 
bairín (meaning a loaf) and 
breac (meaning speckled, 
due to the raisins in it). 

Therefore it means ‘a 
speckled loaf’. 

 

Organic 

Pumpkins  

for Sale from €5 

 

 

 

 

 
Available from our 

organic veg stall  

Tue, Wed, Thur 

12pm to 3.30 pm 

 

Tel: 096 31809 

Eircode: F26 FR94 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Santa and  
Christmas Markets 

at the  
North Mayo Heritage Centre  

9th/10th and 16th/17th  Dec.  
 

Santa tickets not on sale yet. 

Check out our social media 

and website for updates. 
 

Enquires to 096 31809 

 

 


