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SAVING THE HAY  
down through the years 
 

 

 

             BALLINA AND BEYOND 
€10 (+postage) 

 

Ballina and Beyond is the final part of Aubrey Malone’s Ballina trilogy. In it, 

he expands his orbit from his native town to Dublin and foreign countries.  

What hasn’t changed is the yearning for home, conveyed through poetry and 

prose, fact and fiction, present and past. 

 Available to buy at Reception or the North Mayo Heritage Centre ebay shop. 
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A brief history of 

TAWNAGH 
(Tamhnach, meaning a mountain / field) 

 

It is situated in the north-east of the parish of Addergoole, the 

Addergoole River being its western boundary.  Contains 511 

acres, 0 roods, 4 perches*, statute measure.  Proprietor, Philip 

York Gore, Esq.  Let to 12 occupying tenants at will, all 

Catholics, at a yearly rent of from 35 shillings to £4 a farm.  

Co. Cess**, from 5 shillings to 10 shillings a farm, yearly.  

Tithe withheld by the tenants.  Soil moory, producing oats and 

potatoes.  Bog plenty.  Prevailing Family Names – Brown and 

Sheridan.  There is a stream on the south and west boundaries 

of this townland. 

* There are 40 perches in a rood, and 4 roods in an acre. 

** The County Cess was a form of local taxation. It is derived from the word 

'assessment'.  
 

Extract from Ordnance Survey Namebooks of 1838 
 

 

With hope, their efforts would 

prove bounteous. Weather 

permitting, haystacks stood in 

the fields for a month or so.  

Then came the time for 

“bringing it in”.   

This act referred to bringing it 

back to the haggard (the 

traditional storage area for 

crops).  In most regions of 

Ireland, horse-drawn haycarts 

were used, but in very poor 

areas, donkeys were led and 

would carry huge burdens of 

hay on their backs.   
 

Once all the hay was hauled 

into the haggard, it was then 

built up into a large rick 

(stack).  Men on the ground 

would pitch the hay up to the 

men on top.  
 

 When the rick was completed, 

a ladder would be provided.   
 

Making hay requires the trinity 

of grass, wind and sunshine that 

transforms the green foliage into 

dry, golden goodness.  It 

provides fodder for livestock 

and sustenance for livelihoods 

over the cold, dark winter 

months.  
 

Nowadays, we have the 

advantages of technology and 

heavy machinery to help make 

light work of this arduous task.  

However, in Ireland of 

yesteryear, they were fully 

dependent on favourable 

weather, real horsepower and 

the strength of “meitheal”. (This 

is an old Irish term describing 

how neighbours would come 

together to help in the saving of 

crops and other jobs). 
 

This former process of 

haymaking was a dirty, dusty 

and laborious one.  Every man, 

woman and child pitched in.  

Hands would cut grass with 

scythes.  Backs would turn 

drying hay with forks and arms 

would build haystacks with 

precision. Nourishment was 

prepared and fuelled the 

workers in the fields with 

gallons of hot, strong tea with 

warm bread and fruitcakes.   

 

All eyes monitored Irish skies 

for the frequent threat of rain-

filled clouds.   
 

Brief history of the surname 

HAYDEN / O’HAYDEN 
 

 

Variants include Haydon, 

Haden, Headen, Heden, 

Hedane, Hedayne, Ó 

Héideáin, Ó Heideáin; 

‘descendants of Eideadhán’ 

(diminutive of Eideadh); a 

variant of Ó hEidín and Ó 

hEideagáin.  In Roscommon 

it probably represents the 

older Ó Heideagáin or Ó 

Heiteagáin.1 

 

 This name of a Co. Carlow 

sept, sometimes anglicised 

as Headon, which is also 

that of a family of Norman 

origin settled in Co. 

Wexford but now very rare.2 

 

Of the 45 Hayden births in 

Ireland in 1890, including 

variants, 28 occurred in 

Leinster, 9 occurred in 

Munster, 2 occurred in 

Ulster, and 6 occurred in 

Connacht.  This surname 

was principally found in 

Counties Dublin, Carlow, 

and Tipperary. 

 
1 From ‘Irish Names and 

Surnames’ by Reverend Patrick 

Woulfe, 1993 edition  

 
2 From ‘The Surnames of 

Ireland’ by Edward 

MacLysaght.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sides of the rick were then 

tidied up with a rake, special 

attention would be given to the 

base to ensure stability.  Finally, 

the rick was headed and tied 

with strong rope from which 

stones were suspended to 

protect it from high winter 

winds. 
 

After the last straw was safely 

secured, celebrations began.  

Farmers and their families could 

rejoice.  They gave thanks for 

nature’s goodness and the 

goodwill shown from 

neighbours. A truly successful 

harvest was achieved by the 

coming together of people who 

worked in unity.  It was a prime 

example of community. 
 

Sources: 
www.askaboutireland.ie 

www.irishtimes.com 

www.irishcultureandcustoms.com 

www.zwarblesireland.com 

www.farmersjournal.ie 

www.culturenorthernireland.org 

 

Haymaking on the Enniscoe Estate, 1947. 

 

 

 

   he changes experienced by the agriculture industry in the past decade or so are unprecedented. 

   However, the basic need for food for animals remains.  Here we examine the practice of  

   haymaking down through the years. 
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“A wet and windy 
May fills the barn 
full of hay”. 
 

We offer professional help to assist you in your 

research. All research can be done remotely. 
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