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BOOK OF THE WEEK
Swinford Spalpeens
by Jack Foley

TRACE YOUR ROOTS
Are you interested in
professional helpto

research your family history

We work with clients all over the world !
All work can be done remotely.

Hardback edition detailing W
aspects of migration and
emigration from the Esh Mayo
areaBuy it nowfrom our
eBayBookstore

For more information,
Email northmayo@gmail.com
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The North Mayo Heritage Centre is dedicated to preserving and promoting the rich heritage dhe region
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Liam Swords (19372011)

Each week we bring you articles that try to illuminate the

#n everyday lives of your ancestors. Our knowledge of thes:
times, traditions and events would be infinitely poorer
without the works of Liam Swords, whose anniversary

occurs this month.

Liam Swords was born in
Swinford on the ¥ of February
1937, the son of William Swords
and Bridget Hession. He entere
Maynooth to study for the
priesthood, and was ordained fc
his native diocese, Achonry, it
1962. He taught in Colaiste
Padraig, Swinford, from 196
until 1975¢

Swords came into the Catholi
clergy at an important time
Ireland had acquired its firs
television station in 1961, anc
the world of media and
communications became ver
important to the Irish hierarchy
Liamdéds talents
writer and communicator fittec
the bill. Over the next decade, h
was central to such programme
as Outlook, md the famous
Radharcseries of documentarie:
for which he researched an
wrote scripts.In 1975 he was
appointed to the Irish College
Paris. This institution, along
with others at Leuven, Belgium
Salamanca, Spain; and in Rom
had been the means of edting

Irish priests when the Pene
Laws made this impossible &
home. Liam Swords occupiet
the roles of archivistproviseur

(Head Teacher) and lIrish
Chaplain in Paris.

He returned to Ireland in 197¢
and worked for the Catholic
publishing house, Veriga In
1995 he began a project in whic
he researched and publishe
over a series of three volume:
the history of the diocese o

Achonry. He al
Their Own Word
the famine period in north
Connacht. His Achonry
vol umes,de®mA CH
(1997) and 6
Churchd (2004)

the religious, but also the socit
and economic history of eas
Mayo and south Sligo.

Much of the culture and
environment he wrote about ca
be easily applied to a mucl
wider area however.

His ability to research comple:
events, often with forensic
detail, disentangling then
before weaving them back int
an accessible
unparalleled in the sphere ¢
writing on Mayo hisory. His
style carries the reader alor
and almost places them at tt
centre of the event h
describes.

One of his best skills as

writer was the use of contras
to make a point. Writing abou
the problems of establishing
parish structure in the yesaof
the Penal Laws, with priest
who had been studying abroe

A brief history of

SWINEFORD/SWINFORD
(Béal Atha na Muicemouth of the ford of the pigs)

In the parish of KilconduffA central townland to the
west, on the Swineford River, ¥ mile north 1
Brabazon Park. It contains 95 acres, 2 roods,
perches. The property of Sir WWliam Brabazon. let

. t019 occupying tenants on leases of 999 years, a

narrative | &=

for many year
shock returning priests |
experienced can only b

guess edhe aefetncec

Thomas Costello. Costello ha |

left Cregane a townlandnear
Ballaghaderreento study for
the priesthood in Romednce
there, his lodgings overlookes
the Forum and the Coliseum.

His final examinations were

hel d in t he (
Church of San Ignazio, ¢
building ©6as
stadi umb.

In 1771 Costello was ordzed
and sent home to his nativ
parish. There was no church, ¢
he celebrated Mass in an ol
cabin. With gentle humour,
Swor ds not ed
luck. His predecessors had on
a Mass rocK.

Fr. Liam Swords died on
Friday the 18 of February
2011. Hiswritings have given
those with an interest in hov
ordinary people lived their
lives and struggled with the
events of their day in 18 19"

and early 2t century Mayo a
level of insight, understanding
and anecdote that may never |
surpassed.

shillings per acre, with a yearly ground rent of fro
50 shillings to £5 per house in the town. Co. €ess

- In the town of Swineford, which consists of a ma

~ street and two smaller streets, there are 158 fam K

- pay rent for house There are here the parish churc
- the Catholic chapel, a dispensary, a police station,

3 shillings per acre.

Soil is good and sandy, producing oats and potat
Tenants; 7 Protestants and 12 Rome 41.

No bog.
Catholics. Prevailing NameasDurkan, Kelly, Henry
and Harkin.

a markethouse, in which Petty Sessions are hi
every Wednesday. There is a market every Tuesi
and fairs are held here 5 times yearly.

* There are 40 pera¥s in a rood, and 4 roods in an acre.

* The County Cess was a form of local taxation. It is derivemh
heword 'assessment'.
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San Ignazio Church frofttp://commons.wikimedia.org

There are two schools, attended by
_ boys and 20 girls, of whom 4 are Protestants and
- are Catholics. There are some young fir plantatior
- this townland, and a Pound and Swineford Rivi
~ flow through the townland. 3

Sanlgnazio Church, Rome
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