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St. Tiernan is known as the patron saint of Crossmolina but is seldom remembered  

or celebrated. His feast day is listed as the 8th April but other sources state the 4th April. 

So who was St. Tiernan and what do we know about him?  
 

 

 

Taken from the Ordnance Survey Namebooks of 1838 
 

The townland of 

ERREW/ERRIV 
(Erriffe, Oireamh, arable land) 

 

Oireamh Locha Con, the celebrated church of St. Tiernaun.  

Situated at the extreme south-east point of the parish of 

Crossmolina.  Bounded on the north, east and south by Lough 

Conn, and on the west by Cabragh and Lough Conn.   

It contains 497 acres, 3 roods, 2 perches*.  The property of 

Lewis O’Donnell, Esq., Rossbeg.  Agent, Mr. T. Gallagher, who 

resides on the townland.  It is Bishop Land, and is let to tenants 

at will at a yearly rent of 25 shillings per acre.  Soil, gravelly 

clay, and in some parts rocky.  It produces oats, potatoes and 

flax.  Houses are of stone, and the inhabitants are very poor.  In 

the east of this townland are the ruins of Errew Abbey.  In Lough 

Conn; Cragh Islands, Illanbeg, and Illanshane, or John’s Island, 

belong to this townland. 
 

* There are 40 perches in a rood, and 4 roods in an acre. 

 

John O’Donovan of the 

Ordnance Survey, writing in 

1838, refers to ‘Tighearnan of 

Oiridh on Loch Con’ as the 

‘great saint of this 

neighbourhood’. In the late 

1930s, Anthony Mulhern, of 

Errew, then aged 71, 

contributed some information 

about St. Tiernan to the 

Schools’ Folklore Collection. 

He stated that Tiernan was 

born in Errew in the sixth 

century, and was the grandson 

or the great-grandson of King 

Awley, who lends his name to 

the Barony of Tirawley.  

 

Tiernan built the first 

monastery at Errew. This was 

replaced in the 12th century by 

the abbey, the ruins of which 

stand at Errew today. It was 

occupied by a community 

of the Augustinian Canons 

Regular under the patronage of 

the Barretts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you interested in professional help to  

RESEARCH YOUR FAMILY HISTORY 
If you have a query or would like to get started on your family 

history, why not contact us today. Our friendly staff will be glad 

to assist. We work with clients all over the world.  
 

Tel: 096 31809    Email: northmayo@gmail.com 
 

 

The legend associated with 

the relic states that it was 

cast into Lough Conn and 

lay at the bottom of the lake 

for centuries until it floated 

to the surface.  

 

The dish came to be used by 

Knox’s tenants for the 

purpose of taking oaths. 

 

Before the establishment of 

the police, Mr. Knox found 

it an efficient peacemaker 

and powerful way of 

establishing the truth. The 

people became accustomed 

to being asked to swear on 

the dish and believed that if 

they swore a false oath they 

would lose the sight of one 

eye. 

 

 

 

 

The abbey was dissolved in 

1537 and was reduced to 

ruins by Cromwellian 

soldiers. 

 

Around 1630 the abbey and 

its lands came into the 

possession of Sir Richard 

Blake. St. Tiernans’s well 

was situated near the abbey 

but as the land owners at the 

time, disagreed with the 

stations being performed at 

the well, it was moved to 

Killen, a couple of miles 

away. St. Tiernan’s remains 

are said to be buried at Errew. 

Like many Irish saints, St. 

Tiernan is associated with a 

relic, in this case the Mias 

Tighernain, a paten reputed 

to have been used by the 

saint.  
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Mias Tighernain 
(image from National Museum 

of Ireland) 

St. Tiernan’s Church, Crossmolina 
(Image from Killaladiocese.org) 

The relic is now housed in the 

National Museum of Ireland, 

Kildare St., Dublin, having 

originally been acquired from 

Knox by William Wilde (father 

of Oscar Wilde) and presented 

to the Royal Irish Academy. 

 

 

Sources: www.Duchas.ie   www.Mayoireland.ie    www.Activeme.ie/guide  www.killaladiocese.org 
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